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TOBRUK: A Czech WWII drama shown in top 4K digital quality at Karlovy Vary Film Festival
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The inferno of World War II desert fighting became the background of the internal drama experienced by Czechoslovak soldiers in Václav Marhoul’s war movie, TOBRUK. Bedecked by nine nominations and three annual Czech Lion award statuettes, Tobruk is in for another first night at the Karlovy Vary International Film Festival, this time shown in an exclusive 4K digital format. On Sunday, July 5, the festival audience in the KV Arena can view the very first Czech movie processed with state of art 4K technology. 
“To date, only five people have seen Tobruk in resolution like this. I am very happy this festival, in conjunction with Sony and KV Arena, has brought about a movie projector that still isn’t available in Czech movie theaters, and thus enabled hundreds of people for the first time to savor such an unusual screening and experience,” says Václav Marhoul.  

Freely based on the American author Stephen Crane’s seminal novel, The Red Badge of Courage, the movie actually maps the authentic life stories of members of the Czechoslovak volunteer expeditionary unit fighting alongside the Allied Forces in North Africa’s Tobruk, in 1941. Yet Marhoul insists that “…this is not a war movie but it is the drama of people at war.” And he notes that the involvement of Czechs and Slovaks in the fighting in North Africa during the Second World War is a relatively less-known chapter in his nation’s history. At the same time his project is unique in the history of Czech cinematography… Shooting took three months in the harsh North African desert environment. 
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4K digital technology has taken off in the United States, with Sony Pictures Entertainment and Warner Bros. committed to making the most of their filmed productions using this technical process. The films produced in this quality standard include Angels and Demons; Roland Emmerich’s upcoming sci-fi feature, 2012; or the thriller Salt, starring Angelina Jolie. But this new technology is not just the preserve of Hollywood, for it is also being used in an all-increasing number of European productions. Poland paved the way last year with the post-production of the film, Katyn. Václav Marhoul’s Tobruk was the first Czech 4K movie. 4K technology offers the best possible visualization of the pixels of a digital image, and thus also a twofold progression step above the commonly used 2K imaging process. Post-production studios can scan a 35-millimeter film negative into a 4K resolution, in which there is carried out the complete image postproduction including effects. Some recent movies have been shot primarily using 4K digital cameras (one of the first films shot in this way and immediately available in 4K digital copies was the latest James Bond, Quantum of Solace.
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Tobruk will be shown in 4K resolution on Sunday, July 5 in the KV Arena; at 4 p.m. for accredited Festival guests and then also at 8 p.m. The 8 p.m. showing is public. Both showings will be introduced by authors: Václav Marhoul (Script and Director), Vladimír Smutný (Director of Photography), Luděk Hudec (Editor), and Jan Vlasák (Art Director). 
Tobruk was included in a representative offer of Czech movies created in 2008-2009. There will be two classic 35-mm screenings of the film in this festival section, scheduled respectively for Wednesday, July 8 in the Small Hall, and Friday, July 10 at Kino Čas Movie Theater. 
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