Karlovy Vary International Film Festival

VITEZOVE KVIFF EASTERN PROMISES 2022

Works in Progress, Works in Development — Feature Launch, First Cut+ Works in
Progress, Odesa International Film Festival WIP Selection

KVIFF Eastern Promises, filmovym profesionalim vénovana sekce Mezinarodniho
filmového festivalu Karlovy Vary, propojuje vznikajici snimky s publikem distributora,
producentu, festivalovych dramaturgt v ramci programid Works in Progress, Works in
Development — Feature Launch a First Cut+. K témto tfem etablovanym platformam letos
pfibyla jesté sekce OIFF Works in Progress Selection Mezinarodniho filmového festivalu
Odésa, ktery se letos vzhledem k ruské invazi nemuzZe konat na domaci pidé, a MFF KV
jim tudiz poskytl podporu a zazemi pro usporadani této sekce.

“Letos jsme se také po dvou online pandemickych letech vratili zpét k osobnim prezentacim
projektu. Bylo velmi potéSujici potkat se s filmovymi profesionaly v publiku i skvéle
pfipravenymi filmafskymi tymy, pfedstavujici své projekty, opét v opravdovem kiné,” fika k
letoSnimu ro¢niku Hugo Rosak, vedouci Film Industry Office.

Uvedeno bylo celkem 35 snimkd, z nichz mezinarodni poroty vybraly nasledujici vitéze.

Works in Progress Awards

Porota:

Dennis Ruh, feditel, European Film Market, Berlinale

Cosima Finkbeiner, Senior Festival Manager & Sales, Beta Cinema
Esra Demirkiran, festivalova koordinatorka, TRT Cinema

Michaela Patrikova, zvukarka, Soundsquare

Ewa Puszczynska, producentka, Opus Film

Ve Works in Progress soutézi hrané a dokumentarni celovecerni filmy v zavérecné fazi
produkce Ci postprodukce. LetoSni Works in Progress tedy pfedvedly 10 hranych i
dokumentarnich projektt ze zemi stfedni a vychodni Evropy, Balkanu, byvalého
Sovétského svazu, Blizkého Vychodu a Severni Afriky. Vitézné snimky jsou:

Works in Progress Post-production Development Award

Jako vitézny projekt porota vybrala film The Burdened (Jemen, Sudan) reziséra Amra
Gamala a producentskeho tymu Mohsen Alkhalifi, Amr Gamal, Amjad Abu Alala a
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Mohammed Alomda. Cena se sklada z post-produkénich sluzeb od partnerskych
spolecnosti UPP a Soundsquare.

Vyjadreni poroty:

Porotu zaujal rezisérlv odvazny pfistup, s nimz se navzdory vdem predpokladim pustil do
feSeni tohoto citlivého tématu.

Works in Progress TRT Award

Jako vitézny projekt porota vybrala film Windless (Bulharsko, Italie) reziséra Pavla G.
Vesnakova a producentského kolektivu Veselka Kiryakova, Alessandro Amato a
Luigi Chimienti. Projektu byla udélena cena ve vySi 5 000 eur, sponzorovana spole¢nosti
TRT Cinema.

Vyjadreni poroty:

Za silnou uméleckou vizi, vyzralou rezii a meditativni zplsob vypravéni, ktery divakovi
nastavuje zrcadlo.

Works in Progress Karlovy Vary IFF Award

Jako vitézny projekt porota vybrala film Endless Summer Syndrome (Turecko, Francie)
reziséra Kaveha Daneshmanda a producentského kolektivu Gem Deger, Eva
Larvoire, Cédric Larvoire a Kaveha Daneshmanda. Projektu byla udélena cena ve vysSi
5 000 eur, sponzorovana MFF KV.

Vyjadreni poroty:
Porota ocenuje, jak film posouva hranice moderni spole¢nosti a zpochybnuje rodinnou
lasku. Véfime v divacky potencial filmu.

Zvlastni uznani porota udélila projektu Navstévnici / The Visitors (Ceska republika,
Norsko, Slovensko) rezisérky Veroniky LiSkové a producentky Kristyny Michalek
Kvétové.

Vyjadreni poroty:

Porota se rozhodla udélit tomuto filmu zvlastni uznani, protoze se velmi netradi¢nim a
poutavym zpUusobem dotyka tématu pfistéhovalectvi. Film povazujeme za pIné dotazeny a
nepochybujeme, ze jiz pomérné brzy bude hotovy snimek putovat po festivalovém
okruhu.
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Works in Development — Feature Launch Awards

Porota KVIFF & MIDPOINT Development Award:

Danijel Hoc€evar, producent, Vertigo, mentor MIDPOINT Feature Launch

Paul Ridd, vedouci nakupci Picturehouse Entertainment (UK), konzultant MFF KV a BFI
London Film Festival

Julia Sinkevych, producentka JS Films, festivalova dramaturgyné a konzultantka

Za WiD stoji MFF KV a jeho partner MIDPOINT, program na konzultaci a vyvoj scénaru,
spolu s koprodukénim trhem When East Meets West a Trieste Film Festivalem. Spolecné
letos uvedli 9 nameétu, které prosSly mentoringovym programem Feature Launch. Porota se
rozhodla udélit prvni misto a cenu ve vySi 10 000 eur na dalSi rozvoj projektu My Best
Friend's Baby (Svédsko) rezisérky Sophie Vukovié¢ a producentské dvojice Eliza
Jones a Markus Walta.

Vyjadreni poroty:

Pfestoze urover namétu byla letos celkové vysoka, porotu nakonec presvédcila jasna vize
jednoho z tvarcich tyma. Jejich pohled na queer rodi€ovstvi a stfety kultur je specificky, ale
zaroven univerzalni, a v neposledni fadé je zabavny! Cenu KVIFF & MIDPOINT
Development Award ziskal projekt My Best Friend's Baby.

Connecting Cottbus Award
Porota ve sloZeni Marjorie Bendeck a Katharina Stumm vybrala jako vitézny snimek
Dolphin (Poland) rezisérky a scénaristky Sonji Orlewicz-Zakrzewské a producentky
Magdaleny Sztorc. Projektu bude umoznéna ucast na koprodukénim trhu Connecting
Cottbus, ktery se cilené orientuje na projekty z vychodni Evropy a je soucasti filmového
festivalu v Chotébuzi.

Vyjadreni poroty:

Gratulujeme vSem zajimavym filmafim, ktefi se letos zucastnili uvedeni filmu MIDPOINT
Feature Launch. Vybrali jsme projekt, ktery jedineénym a svéraznym zpusobem vypravi o
boji za osobni Stésti a seberealizaci, o boji, kterému se nejlépe &eli s malou pomoci
vodniho pfitele.

Rotterdam Lab Award
Porotkyné Inke Van Loocke vybrala jako vitézku polskou producentku Magdalenu Sztorc,
stojici za projektem Dolphin (Polsko). Vitézka se zu&astni profesionélniho tréninkového
producentského programu Rotterdam Lab, ktery pofada Mezinarodni filmovy festival v
Rotterdamu (IFFR).
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Vyjadreni poroty:

Projekty MIDPOINT pfedstavuji velmi inspirativni novou generaci filmafu, scenaristl a
producentl. Magdalena Sztorc prokazala opravdu kooperativniho ducha a mysleni
presahujici hranice. Vynikla jako skuteCna kreativni producentka, ktera dokaze jedineCnym
zpusobem podpofit uméleckou vizi projektu. T€Sime se, Ze ji budeme moci pfivitat v
Rotterdam Lab.

First Cut+ Awards

Porota:

Boris Pugnet, marketingovy konzultant, stfihac¢ trailerd, First Cut+ mentor
Ji Lacerna, Full Circle Lab Philippines Lab manazer

Esra Demirkiran, festivalova koordinatorka, TRT Cinema

First Cut+ je program, ktery ma za cil podpofit konkurenceschopnost a uspésnost na trhu
celovecernich filma, které se jiz dfive ucastnily First Cut Lab. Program byl spustén v roce
2020 v ramci spoluprace dvou dynamickych a etablovanych filmovych platforem pro
filmové profesionaly: When East Meets West filmového festivalu v Terstu a Eastern
Promises Industry Days MFF Karlovy Vary. Kazdy rok se v ramci n&j pfedstavuje 16
snimku ve fazi post-produkce, z nichz 8 se prezentovalo v Karlovych Varech.

TRT First Cut+ Award
Jako vitézny projekt porota vybrala film The Maiden (Kanada, USA) reziséra Grahama
Foye a producentského dua Daiva Zalnieriunas a Dan Montgomery. Projektu byla
udélena cena ve vysi 5 000 eur, sponzorovana spole¢nosti TRT Cinema.

Vyjadreni poroty:

Porota s velkou radosti ocenuje snimek "The Maiden". Tomuto filmu se podafilo pfenést
na platno intenzivni energii mladi a jemné zachytit myslenku, Zze ¢as a prostor jsou svédky
nasSich vzpominek. Pozoruhodné také odpovida na otazku, co mame délat se svou bolesti
a smutkem, kdyZz nam ukazuje, jak proménit blato ve zlato, coz je samotny smysl uméni a
kinematografie.
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Odesa International Film Festival WIP Selection Award

Porota:

Pavlina Zipkova, vedouci Czech Film Commission
Petr Tichy, feditel Barrandov Studio

Simone Baumann, feditelka German Films

Barbora Struss, feditelka MIDPOINT

Alessandro Gropplero, feditel When East Meets West

Karlovarsky festival vyjadfuje plnou podporu ukrajinskym filmafum a festivalovym
organizatorum, a proto byl letos hostitelem programu Works in Progress 13. ro¢niku
Mezinarodniho filmového festivalu Odésa, ktery se vzhledem k ruské invazi nemuze konat.
Prezentovano bylo osm celovecernich filma v zavérecné fazi nataceni nebo v
postprodukci, které vznikly na Ukrajiné nebo v koprodukci s Ukrajinou, které vybirala
komise OIFF. Porota jako vitézny snimek vybrala U Are the Universe (Ukraine) reziséra
Pavlo Ostrikova a producentského dua Volodymyr Yatsenko a Anna Yatsenko.
Projektu byla udélena cena ve vysi 10 000 eur, sponzorovana spole¢nosti Barrandov
Studio.

Vyjadreni poroty:

Porota se po dlouhém rokovani shodla, Ze vitézem se stane projekt U Are the Universe.
Pfesvédcila nas velmi dobra prezentace celého tymu, Zanr filmu, herecké vykony i reZii.
Porota citi v celém projektu velky potencial. Ocenujeme také author's statement, ktery
presné definuje charakter filmu a zaroven laka potenciélni divaky. Jestli je na svété néjaka
jistota, pak je to uvédomeéni si, "jak je dllezité najit nékoho, kdo vam rozumi" — myslenka,
kterou zadna porota nemulze zpochybriovat.

“wwrsom

(kompletni informace v Book of Projects)

The Burdened

Countries: Yemen, Sudan

Directed by: Amr Gamal

Scriptwriter: Amr Gamal, Mazen Refaat

Producer: Mohsen Alkhalifi, Amr Gamal, Amjad Abu Alala, Mohammed Alomda
Camera: Mrinal Desai

Film synopsis
The story of Ahmed, Isra'a and their three children in Aden, Yemen, 2019. Both parents
lose their jobs and suffer from the economic crisis. The movie starts with Isra’a finding out

www.kviff.com


https://kviff.com/docs/2022/KVIFF2022_bop_1-56.pdf

Karlovy Vary International Film Festival

about her pregnancy at a time when they cannot cover the expenses of a new child,
leading them to make difficult decisions in order to survive.

Endless Summer Syndrome

Countries: Turkey, France

Directed by: Kaveh Daneshmand

Scriptwriter: Laurine Bauby, Kaveh Daneshmand

Producer: Gem Deger, Eva Larvoire, Cédric Larvoire, Kaveh Daneshmand
Camera: Cédric Larvoire

Film synopsis

Delphine and Antoine live an affluent life with their two adopted kids, Aslan and Adia. They
are preparing for Aslan’s departure to the US to study entomology, spending the last few
days of his stay in the warm atmosphere of their summer villa.

Delphine receives an anonymous phone call telling her that, at the peak of a drunken night
with his colleagues, Antoine mumbled something about having a relationship with one of
his children. Confused, Delphine tries to get a grip on herself and quietly investigate the
claim. However, as she looks closer at her husband and his relationship with their teenage
daughter and son, she begins to see traces of what she can only wish to be untrue.

Windless

Countries: Bulgaria, Italy

Directed by: Pavel G. Vesnakov

Scriptwriter: Pavel G. Vesnakov, Simeon Ventsislavov, Teodora Markova, Georgi lvanov,
Nevena Kertova

Producer: Veselka Kiryakova, Alessandro Amato, Luigi Chimienti

Camera: Orlin Ruevski

Film synopsis

Kaloyan returns to Bulgaria for a few days to sell the empty family apartment after living in
Spain with his mother for the last 10 years. There is a big investment project going on
related to the construction of a casino, hotel and golf course in the desolated town of
Kaloyan'’s childhood. Many of the old buildings must be demolished, while the cemetery
gets moved to a different location to free up space for the golf course. Although Kaloyan
and his deceased father never managed to get along and lost touch a long time ago, the
young boy must arrange the transfer of his father’s remains. The process starts as a
mundane task, but soon transcends into a journey of self-discovery that tracks the
connection between childhood trauma, memory and the passage of time.
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The Visitors

Countries: Czech Republic, Norway, Slovak Republic
Directed by: Veronika LiSkova

Scriptwriter: Veronika LiSkova

Producer: Kristyna Michalek Kvétova

Camera: Vojtéch Vancura

Film synopsis

A young anthropologist, Zdenka, moves with her husband and three sons to Svalbard,
Norway, to study how life is changing in polar regions. She has received a prestigious two-
year grant to carry out extensive research on the impact of globalisation on the inhabitants
of the world’s northernmost town, Longyearbyen. After falling in love with her new home,
Zdenka discovers that icebergs and permafrost aren’t the only things vanishing in the
Arctic.

By conducting interviews with residents, she begins to perceive how heterogeneous the
small local community actually is while revealing tensions that lie beneath the surface.
Zdenka then has to weigh up her involvement in the local community, which she originally
only intended to observe.

My Best Friend's Baby

Countries: Sweden

Directed by: Sophie Vukovi¢
Scriptwriter: Sophie Vukovic
Producer: Eliza Jones, Markus Walta

Film synopsis

Damir (33) and Sara (37) have found a home in each other and in Stockholm’s queer
community. Damir floats among nightclubs, and still hasn’t come out to his family in
Croatia. Sara, single and self-reliant, wants to have a child on her own. The friends are
convinced that they’re so progressive that even a baby can’t change their special bond.
Damir offers to donate his sperm - but won’t be involved as a dad.

When Damir visits Croatia for his cousin’s wedding, pregnant Sara comes along. As usual,
if his family want to assume they are a couple, that’s up to them. Once on the Adriatic
island, their straight act begins to live a life of its own. Damir’s boisterous and intrusive
family soon figure out that Sara is pregnant. Now Damir and Sara must face the fact that
the baby is real and on its way - and that everything is about to change.

Dolphin
Countries: Poland

Directed by: Sonja Orlewicz-Zakrzewska
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Scriptwriter: Sonja Orlewicz-Zakrzewska
Producer: Magdalena Sztorc

Film synopsis

Anna’s plan to release her brilliant debut album is fully supported by her loving boyfriend
Jan, and entirely killed by her fear of sharing her music with anyone. This deadlock is
Anna’s greatest drag — at least until the day Jan comes back from his holiday, pregnant,
with a dolphin growing inside him. Anna can’t go on drifting along in the shallow waters of
her routine, and she starts sinking. However, it isn’t the little Dolphin who'’s pulling Anna
down — it’s her carefully hidden self-doubts. The emergence of the Dolphin kicks up a
storm, which will change the landscape of the couple’s life. To save the relationship and
her own worth, Anna will have to unveil her truest self, which so far has been closed up in
her music studio. Dolphin is a story about breaking free by achieving self-acceptance,
maturing into a relationship, and learning to set free what one loves.

The Maiden

Countries: Canada, USA

Directed by: Graham Foy

Scriptwriter: Graham Foy

Producer: Daiva Zalnieriunas, Dan Montgomery
Camera: Kelly Jeffrey

Film synopsis

A perfect summer day ends in a tragic death.

Colton, a suburban teenager, mourns the loss of his best friend Kyle.

Grief awakens decay and darkness in a world that swirls amidst glimpses of natural
wonder and beauty. The discovery of a missing girl's diary transports us to a mirror world.
A magical ravine. A supernatural encounter. Is this Colton's psyche? A dream? The
afterlife? Are we ever really alone...?

U Are the Universe

Countries: Ukraine

Directed by: Pavlo Ostrikov

Scriptwriter: Pavlo Ostrikov

Producer: Volodymyr Yatsenko, Anna Yatsenko
Camera: Mykyta Kuzmenko

Film synopsis
The near future. Space trucker Andriy Melnyk transports radioactive waste on a cargo ship
to an abandoned satellite of Jupiter. During another flight, the Earth explodes. Pieces of
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the planet are destroying everything in their path at breakneck speed, but Andriy manages
to escape. He becomes the last person in the universe; but, after a while, Catherine, a
French woman from a science station near Saturn, gets in contact. They are completely
different people, and are far away from each other, but every day Andriy and Catherine
want more and more to meet. Even if it will be their last trip.
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