Karlovy Vary International Film Festival

VITEZOVE KVIFF EASTERN PROMISES 2023

Works in Progress, Works in Development — Feature Launch, First Cut+ Works in
Progress

KVIFF Eastern Promises, sekce Mezinarodniho filmového festivalu Karlovy Vary vénovana
filmovym profesionaliim, propojuje vznikajici snimky s publikem distributortl, producentu,
festivalovych dramaturgt v ramci etablovanych program Works in Progress, Works in
Development — Feature Launch a First Cut+ Works in Progress.

“Stejné jako kaZzdy rok jsme se snaZili pfedstavit pestry vybér projektd z raznych regiond, i
solidni mix dokumentarnich a hranych filma. Doufame, Ze i diky uvedeni v ramci Eastern
Promises se jim podafi najit nové partnery pro dokonceni svych filmu a jejich uvedeni na
festivalovy okruh,” fika k letoSnimu ro¢niku Hugo Rosak, vedouci Film Industry Office.

Uvedeno bylo celkem 27 snimku, z nichZ mezinarodni poroty vybraly nasledujici vitéze cen
v celkové hodnoté 115 000 eur.

Works in Progress

Porota:

Esra Demirkiran, festivalova koordinatorka, TRT Sinema

Petr Tichy, generalni feditel a pfedseda pfedstaventstva, Barrandov Studio
Oscar Alonso, festival manager, Latido Films

Nadia Ben Rachid, filmova stfihacka

Agustina Chiarino, producentka, Bocacha Films

Ve Works in Progress soutézi hrané a dokumentarni celovec€erni filmy v zavére¢né fazi
produkce C¢i postprodukce. LetoSni Works in Progress predstavily 11 hranych a
dokumentarnich projektlt ze zemi stfedni a vychodni Evropy, Balkanu, byvalého
Sovétského svazu, Blizkého Vychodu a Severni Afriky. Vitézné snimky jsou:

Works in Progress Post-production Development Award

Jako vitézny projekt porota vybrala film I’'m Not Everything | Want to Be (Ceska
republika, Slovensko, Rakousko) rezisérky Klary Tasovské a producenta Lukase
Kokese. Cena se sklada z post-produkénich sluzeb od partnerskych spolecnosti UPP a
Soundsquare.
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Vyjadreni poroty:
Porota povazuje tento snimek na téma osobni svobody za vzruSujici, protoze vSechny prvky
pfibéhu z minulosti rezonuji i v soucasnosti a rozhodné mohou kazdého inspirovat.

Works in Progress TRT Award

Jako vitézny projekt porota vybrala film Tasty (Litva, Estonsko) rezisérky Egle Vertelyte
a producenta Lukase Trimonise. Projektu byla udélena cena ve vysi 5 000 eur,
sponzorovana spole¢nosti TRT Sinema.

Vyjadreni poroty:

Oceniujeme, ze se tvlrci prostfednictvim kulinarni komedie dokazali kriticky vyjadfit k
dnesSnimu svétu pfehnané sebeprezentace v kazdodennim Zivoté i na socialnich sitich, a
predstavuji skutecné pratelstvi jako ten nejchutné&jsi pokrm.

Works in Progress Karlovy Vary IFF Award
Jako vitézny projekt porota vybrala film Bikechess (Kazachstan, Francie, Norsko)
rezisérky Assel Aushakimovy a producentil Antoina Simkina, Almagul Tleukhanové
a Christiana Fredrika Martina. Projektu byla udélena cena ve vysSi 5 000 eur,
sponzorovana spole¢nosti Barrandov Studio.

Vyjadreni poroty:
Porota ocenuje rezisércin neotrely pohled na novinarskou etiku a schopnost komedialnima
ocCima poukazat na absurditu, do jaké muze stat zajit, aby zakryl hlubsi problémy.

Works in Development — Feature Launch

Porota Works in Development Award:

Danijel Ho€evar, producent, Vertigo, mentor MIDPOINT Feature Launch
Joseph Fahim, filmovy kritik, dramaturg, lektor

Simone Baumann, producentka, feditelka German Films

Za Works in Development stoji MFF KV a jeho partner MIDPOINT, program na konzultaci a
vyvoj scénaru, spolu skoprodukénim trhem When East Meets Westa Trieste Film
Festivalem. Spole¢né letos uvedli 8 namétd, které prosly mentoringovym programem
Feature Launch.

Porota se rozhodla udélit prvni misto a cenu ve vysSi 10 000 eur, sponzorovanou
MIDPOINTem, spole€nosti Barrandov Studio a MFF KV, na dalSi rozvoj projektu Flight
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from Kabul (Slovensko) rezisérky a scénaristky Sahraa Karimi a producentky Wandy
Adamik Hrycové.

Vyjadreni poroty:

Za odvaznou vizi, politickou stateCnost a napadity storytelling ziskava cenu Works in
Development projekt, ktery mapuje narod a misto, jez se na platné objevuji jen zfidka;
narod, ktery zapadni politici zklamali, kdyz necinné pfihlizeli, jak temné sily pustosi zemi
pred apatickymi a Ihostejnymi zraky celého svéta.

Connecting Cottbus Award

Porota ve slozeni Marjorie Bendeck a Katharina Stumm vybrala jako vitézny snimek
Excavators (Kypr) rezisérky a scénaristky Argyro Nicolaou a producenti
Constantinose Nikiforou a Minose Papase. Projektu bude umoZnéna ucast na
koprodukénim trhu Connecting Cottbus, ktery se cilené orientuje na projekty z vychodni
Evropy a je soucasti filmového festivalu v Chotébuzi.

Vyjadreni poroty:
Fascinujici pfibéh o mezigenera¢nim traumatu a zpUsobech, jakymi reagujeme na rany
minulosti.

Rotterdam Lab Award

Porotce Facundo Lema vybral jako vitéze Ceského producenta Tomase Pertolda,
producenta snimku God Break Down the Door (Ceska republika). Vitéz se zu&astni
profesionalniho tréninkového producentského programu Rotterdam Lab, ktery pofada
Mezinarodni filmovy festival v Rotterdamu (IFFR).

Vyjadreni poroty:

Snimek nabizi nejen originalni premisu, uceleny a dobfe vystavény projekt a atraktivni
pfibéh, ale predstavuje také pfistup k filmové tvorbé, ktery chceme podporovat. Silny,
stmeleny tym, jehoZ soucasti je navic idealni pfiklad za€inajiciho, mladého a ambiciézniho
producenta. Svézest, silny a ryzi zamér, stejné jako velmi slibny kariérni potencial délaji z
Tomase Pertolda nejvhodnéjSi osobu, kterou v lednu radi pfivitame na nadchazejicim
ro¢niku Rotterdam Lab 2024.
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First Cut+ Works in Progress

Porota:

Francesca Tiberi, Sales & Acquisitions Manager, True Colours

Marge Liiske, feditelka Baltic Event, Head of Industry Tallin Black Nights Film Festival
Esra Demirkiran, festivalova koordinatorka, TRT Sinema

First Cut+ je program, ktery ma za cil podpofit konkurenceschopnost a uspésnost na trhu
celovec€ernich filmu, které se jiz dfive ucastnily First Cut Lab. Byl spustén v roce 2020 v
ramci spoluprace dvou dynamickych a etablovanych filmovych platforem pro filmové
profesionaly: When East Meets West filmového festivalu v Terstu a Eastern Promises
Industry Days MFF Karlovy Vary. Kazdy rok se v ramci néj pfedstavuje 16 snimku ve fazi
post-produkce, z nichz 8 se prezentovalo v Karlovych Varech.

TRT First Cut+ Award

Jako vitézny projekt porota vybrala film Allen Sunshine (Kanada, USA) reziséra Harleye
Chamandyho a producentky Chantal Chamandy. Projektu byla udélena cena ve vysi 5
000 eur, sponzorovana spole¢nosti TRT Sinema.

Vyjadreni poroty:

Za vyjimec¢ny filmovy po€in mimofadné talentovaného zacinajiciho tvlrce, ktery citlivé
zobrazuje opravdové pratelstvi a cestu k osamélosti nasledujici po ztraté a rozviji
minimalisticky, ale hluboce pUsobivy zpusob vypravéni i kamery.

KVIFF Eastern Promises je plaftorma MFF KV vénovana filmovym profesionalim a film
market. Jejim poslanim je objevovat nadéjné talenty z regionl stfedni a vychodni Evropy a
Blizkého vychodu a prezentovat je vice nez 1300 distributorim, sales agentim,
producentim a festivalovym dramaturgum, ktefi se festivalu kazdoro¢né ucastni. Na MFF
Karlovy Vary pfijizdi hledat nové filmy evropsti i mimoevropsti lokalni distributofi a
mezinarodni obchodni zastupci. Program Industry Days zahrnuje fadu workshop, paneld,
prezentaci na aktualni témata hybajici filmovym primyslem, i doprovodné spoleCenské
akce. Primarni zaméreni na zemé stfedni a vychodni Evropy a Blizkého vychodu umozriuje
kliCovym hracdm evropského a amerického primyslu objevit nové Cerstvé projekty v
riznych fazich vyvoje a produkce.

DalSi informace o aktivitach a misi KVIFF Eastern Promises najdete zde.

v v

(kompletni informace naleznete v Book of Projects)
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Bikechess

Countries: Kazakhstan, France, Norway

Directed by: Assel Aushakimova

Scriptwriter: Assel Aushakimova

Producer: Antoine Simkine, Almagul Tleukhanova, Christian Fredrik Martin
Camera: Aidar Ospanov

Film synopsis

Dina works as a journalist for the Kazakh national television station. The stories she is asked
to report on are becoming increasingly absurd and full of praise for the government. Her
love life is limited to a few secret meetings with her married cameraman. Dina looks after
her young sister, a lesbian activist, who regularly finds herself in trouble with the authorities.

I'm Not Everything | Want to Be

Countries: Czech Republic, Slovak Republic, Austria
Directed by: Klara Tasovska

Scriptwriter: Klara Tasovska, Alexander Kashcheev
Producer: Klara Tasovska, Lukas Kokes

Camera: LibuSe Jarcovjakova, Radka Sisulakova

Film synopsis

After the Soviet invasion of Prague, a young female photographer strives to break free from
the constraints of Czechoslovak normalization and embarks on a wild journey towards
freedom, capturing her experiences on thousands of subjective photographs.

Tasty
Countries: Lithuania, Estonia

Directed by: Egle Vertelyte

Scriptwriter: Egle Vertelyte, Irena Kuneviciute
Producer: Lukas Trimonis

Camera: Vytautas Plukas

Film synopsis

Ona and Saule are best friends and passionate cooks who are stuck working at "Tasty", a
local canteen. Ona is a single mother and Saulé is an enthusiastic girl from the countryside.
One day, Saulé enrols them in a national TV cooking competition, which offers a restaurant
as the grand prize. Without Ona's consent, she lies about their culinary experience.
Reluctantly, Ona gives in to Saulé’s lies and they both manage to enter the competition.
Despite being viewed as a joke, their popularity skyrockets on social media. As Ona
becomes the audience’s favourite, tension between the friends escalates as it’s fuelled by
the show's manipulative celebrity contestant, Brukné. Ona even starts dating a French jury
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member, adding to the friction. Will their friendship survive the intense pressure of the
competition?

Excavators

Countries: Cyprus

Directed by: Argyro Nicolaou

Scriptwriter: Argyro Nicolaou

Producer: Constantinos Nikiforou, Minos Papas

Film synopsis

Kli6 is on summer holiday back home in Cyprus when the remains of her grandmother Melpo
— who has been missing since the Turkish invasion that divided the island in 1974 — are
unexpectedly exhum ed. Klié starts to suspect that there may be more to the story of her
grandmother’s disappearance than the family admits. Despite her mother Myrna’s warnings
to forget about the past and move on with her life, Klié stays in Cyprus and insists on
uncovering the truth. A few seconds of newly discovered footage of Melpo as an extra in an
old film lead KiIi6 to her family’s ancestral home, a ghost town cordoned off by the Turkish
military for almost fifty years. Among the abandoned ruins, Kli6 pieces together a new
version of her family’s history, forcing her to reckon with her mother’s silence and the ghosts
of her own past.

Flight from Kabul

Countries: Slovak Republic
Directed by: Sahraa Karimi
Scriptwriter: Sahraa Karimi
Producer: Wanda Adamik Hrycova

Film synopsis

Zibaa (30), a successful Afghan filmmaker and head of the National Film Fund gets engaged
to Samir (29), the love of her life. But her end-of-summer wedding plans are horribly
destroyed when the Taliban unexpectedly seizes Kabul, causing Zibaa to face a life-
changing decision. As a famous anti-Taliban activist and governmental employee, Zibaa's
life is at risk. While Samir suggests escaping to the conservative, male-dominated south for
safety, Zibaa's sister-in-law begs her to leave the country and take her daughters with her.
Caught between her love for Samir and her nieces’ future, Zibaa has only one hour to make
a decision.

God Break Down the Door
Countries: Czech Republic
Directed by: Vojtéch Novotny
Scriptwriter: Vojtéch Novotny
Producer: Tomas Pertold
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Film synopsis

Bob (18) is an overweight, simple-natured boy who comes from a strongly religious family
and lives within the safe routine of Christian values. As a reward, yet against his will, his
parents send him to a religious medical resort for the physically disabled to fight his obesity.
There he falls in love with Kata (22), an intern, and becomes close to Vitek (17), a terminally
ill nihilist with a crutch with whom he shares his room. During the stay, both relationships
intensify, but as Kata rejects Bob, he succumbs to Vitek’'s mentality. Eventually, his deep-
rooted negativity comes to light and leads to the ill-considered decision to poison Kata, who
ends up in a coma. Torn by the loss of faith when the prayers for her recovery are not
answered, Bob is manipulated by Vitek into another irreversible act — to help him end his
suffering.

Allen Sunsine

Countries: Canada, USA

Directed by: Harley Chamandy

Scriptwriter: Harley Chamandy

Producer: Chantal Chamandy, Laurent Allaire
Camera: Kenny Suleimanagich

Film synopsis

Allen Sunshine tells the story of a former music mogul who retreats to an isolated lakeside
home to grieve his famous wife’s suicide. He copes by composing ambient-electronic music
and nurturing an unexpected friendship with two young boys whom he meets on the lake
fishing. Throughout the course of his stages of grief, Allen encounters characters that remind
him of what he’s lost and forgotten and what he hopes to gain and reconcile.
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