






Salvatore Riina (born on November 16, 1930, in Corleone, and died 
November 17, 2017, in Parma), also known as Totò Riina, was nicknamed 
«Totò u Curtu» in Sicilian dialect because of his shortness (158 cm) and 
«La Belva» (The Beast) due to his ferocity.
Totò was one of the most influential members of the Sicilian mafia. In 
the course of his criminal career, he personally murdered approximately 
40 people and is suspected of having ordered the killing of 110 others. 
During the 1980s and in the early 1990s, Riina and his mafioso family, 
the Corleonesi, led a merciless campaign of violence against both rival 
mobsters and the Italian state, whose anti-mafia judges Giovanni Falcone 
and Paolo Borsellino were murdered just two months apart in 1992. The 
mafia’s terror spread within the population and caused the authorities to 
introduce strict measures, which led to the arrest and imprisonment of 
Riina and several of his associates in 1993. Sentenced to life in prison, he 
died of cancer in 2017 after word of his possible release on health grounds 
provoked public outrage. 

TOTÒ RIINA 
NICOLA CALÌ



Salvatore Contorno, known as Totuccio Contorno (born May 20, 1946, in 
Palermo, Sicily) was a former mafia soldier under the command of Stefano 
Bontade. He later became a witness in the Maxi Trial. Contorno was 
initiated into the Cosa Nostra in 1975. He was one of Bontade’s favorite 
hitmen and was also associated with Tommaso Buscetta. During the Mafia 
War, the Corleonesi wanted to eliminate Contorno, but he was able to 
escape and protect his family. He decided to collaborate with the Italian 
authorities, following Buscetta’s example. 

TOTUCCIO CONTORNO 
LUIGI LO CASCIO



Pippo Calò, whose real name is Giuseppe Calò, was born on September 
30, 1931, in Palermo, Sicily. He was a very influential member of the Cosa 
Nostra and was nicknamed the «Mafia’s Cashier» because of his involvement 
in a number of money laundering cases. A very close friend of Tommaso 
Buscetta, he nevertheless chose to support the latter’s principle rival Totò 
Riina at the start of the 1980s. After several years on the run, he was 
arrested on March 30, 1985, and tried in Palermo’s Maxi Trial for money 
laundering, associating with the mafia, murder and racketeering.  
He received two life sentences. He remained an active member of the Cosa 
Nostra even in jail, where he led a life of luxury and less influential inmates 
were his servants. Pippo Calò’s crimes include the bombing of the Naples-
Milan train in 1984, which killed 15 people and injured 116. 

PIPPO CALÒ
FABRIZIO FERRACANE



GIOVANNI FALCONE
FAUSTO RUSSO ALESI

Giovanni Salvatore Augusto Falcone, born in Palermo May 18, 1939, and 
murdered May 23, 1992, in Capaci, was an Italian judge committed to 
fighting the mafia. His assassination was ordered by Totò Riina, head of 
the Corleonesi clan. Falcone came to prominence in 1984 when he took 
the testimony of one of the Cosa Nostra’s most important informers, 
Tommaso Buscetta, known as «Don Masino.» On the basis of this testimony, 
Falcone opened the Maxi Trial in Palermo in 1986, which he initiated with 
his friend Paolo Borsellino (who would be assassinated a few months after 
Falcone). Palermo’s criminal court wasn’t large enough to accommodate 
the 475 accused who were to stand trial, so a courtroom known as «the 
bunker» was created. Falcone asked for additional resources to pursue the 
fight against the mafia, but decisions weren’t immediately forthcoming. 
Giovanni Falcone became a hero and an icon throughout Italy. He also 
became the number one enemy and main target of the Cosa Nostra. The 
police escort provision wasn’t enough to protect Giovanni Falcone. On May 
23, 1992, he was murdered by the Cosa Nostra in what is known as «The 
Capaci Massacre.» 
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Sweet Dreams (Fai bei sogni)
Blood of My Blood 
Dormant Beauty (Bella Addormentata) 
Sorelle Mai 
Vincere
The Wedding Director (Il Regista Di Matrimoni) 
Good Morning, Night
My Mother’s Smile (L‘Ora Di Religione)
The Nanny (La Balia)
The Prince of Homburg (Il Principe Di Homburg Di Heinrich von Kleist) 
The Butterfly’s Dream (Il Sogno Della Farfalla)
The Conviction (La Condanna) 
The Witches’ Sabbath (La Visione Del Sabba)
Devil in the Flesh (Diavolo In Corpo) 
Henri IV (Enrico IV) 
The Eyes, The Mouth (Gli occhi, La Bocca) 
A Leap in the Dark (Salto Nel Vuoto)
Il Gabbiano (Il Gabbiano)
Victory March (Marcia Trionfale)
Slap the Monster on Page One (Sbatti Il Mostro In Prima Pagina) 
In the Name of the Father (Nel Nome Del Padre) 
China Is Near (La Cina è vicina) 
Fists in the Pocket (I Pugni In Tasca)
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CAST
Tommaso Buscetta

Cristina, Tommaso’s wife
Pippo Calò

Totuccio Contorno
Giovanni Falcone

Totò Riina
Tano Badalamenti
Alfonso Giordano

Franco Coppi, avv. Andreotti
Luciano Liggio

Stefano Bontate
Benedetto, Tommaso’s son

Antonio, Tommaso’s son
TV Journalist

Giuseppe « Scarpuzzedda » Greco
Cesare (chief escort)

Pierfrancesco Favino
Maria Fernanda Candido
Fabrizio Ferracane
Luigi Lo Cascio
Fausto Russo Alesi
Nicola Calì
Giovanni Calcagno
Bruno Cariello
Alberto Storti
Vincenzo Pirrotta
Goffredo Bruno
Gabriele Cicirello
Paride Cicirello
Elia Schilton
Alessio Praticò
Pier Giorgio Bellocchio
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Marco Bellocchio
Marco Bellocchio, Ludovica Rampoldi,  
Valia Santella, Francesco Piccolo
Vladan Radovic
Gaetano Carito, Adriano Di Lorenzo
Nicola Piovani
Daria Calvelli
Andrea Castorina
Francesca Calvelli
Nicola Piovani
IBC Movie, 
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Ad Vitam Production, 
Match Factory Production, 
Gullane Entretenimento
The Match Factory
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