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SYNOPSIS  

A lonely middle-aged woman divides her time between her monotonous job at the 
supermarket and taking care of her disabled mother and estranged family members. The 
mysterious murder of the head cashier at the supermarket, sends her on a journey into 
the depths of her repressed desire revealing her deep longing for warmth and human 
connection.



DIRECTOR’S BIOGRAPHY

Omer Tobi is a filmmaker based in Jaffa, born to a family of Moroccan - Tunisian - 
Romanian origin. His shorts deal with queer and ethnic identity, and screened in many 
festivals, including Sundance, Locarno (Filmmakers Academy), BFI (flare) and won awards 
at AFI fest, Haifa FF, Aspen Shortsfest and more. In addition to his cinematic film work, 
Tobi also created a primetime drama series, Topaz (HaYoreshet), for Keshet International. 
Tropicana is his first feature film.

FILMOGRAPHY 

Set Me As A Seal Upon Thine Heart / Director, Writer / 2017 / 13 min. / Fiction
Hounds / Director, Writer / 2015 / 30 min. / Fiction

Fuck Off Berlin / Director, Writer / 2012 / 12min. / Fiction
Topaz (“Hayoreshet”) / Director, Writer / 2021 / 500 min. (11 episodes) /  TV series, 

Fiction




DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 

Tropicana is a subtle exploration of the human existential condition. The film dives into 
the experience of alienation and emotional loneliness and searches within it for signs of 
redemption, for possibilities of closeness and warmth. For the heroine of the film and her 
environment - an emotional and intimate existence is swallowed up in the hectic day-to-
day actions, that erase any personal identity and turn the heroine who performs them into 
a kind of ghost - to a transparent service provider whose entire existence in the world is 
the performance of task after task while enjoying a cigarette and means of self-
destruction that bring her closer to a long-awaited death.


 

Tropicana is based on my experiences growing up in a conservative desert suburb. Much 
has been said about the periphery in Israeli cinema, in Tropicana I investigate how the 
distant peripheral geography affects the shaping of sexual identity. The film is a meeting 
between graphic depictions and softness, between delicacy and noise - amidst all these, 
a woman struggles for her desire to feel and be present. The film is a minimalistic journey 
that describes the unbearable bureaucracy on the way to an emotional and physical 
encounter, a close encounter with another human - an encounter of softness that allows 
one to see the people in it. A meeting that strives to save the existential experience from 
the abyss of loneliness, even if only for one moment.
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