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We wrote this story in 2005 for Emma Suárez and we made 
the proposal in 2006. Since then, she has always been Ana, the 
mother of “The next skin”. However, we did not have the tee-
nage son. We needed eight years to pass by so that the child 
Àlex Monner had grown and he could embody our protagonist. 
Curiously, the same eight years that in fiction this character 
had been missing. Along the road, we all have changed a lot, 
we’ve made films and children. Some of the subjects which 
fascinated us before are still in the film: the self-deception, 
the uncertain family ties, the need to be unconditionally loved, 
the fragility upon which the identity and the wish to become 
another person is based. New interests have also been added, 
which in different films ago we couldn’t expect to have. What 
we now wanted was to forge new paths in our cinema and to 
work on the psychological thriller and the suspense from a 
physical and epidermal proximity to the characters. We didn’t 
want to make a film of topics but of characters: to focus on a 
group of characters which live in an extreme way the most 
common feelings, with whom we all can be identified. In par-
ticular, the relationship between mother and son challenges 
and stimulates us: the huge need for love that both of them 
have and which leads them to build a special family relations-
hip remembering, forgetting or remaking the past as it suits 
them, because they can no longer renounce the links created 
between them. 

A teenager who had disappeared eight years ago, returns when everybody thought  
he was dead, and he enters into a family life marked by the mystery of his disappearance. 
Little by little, the doubt of being the real kid disappeared or an impostor arises.

Isa Campo (1975) is a scriptwriter, producer, film-maker 
and a Film Direction Teacher in the Pompeu Fabra Universi-
ty of Barcelona. She has written the fiction feature films as 
“Los condenados” (FIPRESCI Award in San Sebastian Festival, 
2009) and “Los pasos dobles” (Golden Shell in San Sebastián 
Festival, 2011), as well as the documentaries “La noche que no 
acaba”and “El cuaderno de barro”, all of them directed by Isaki 
Lacuesta and “Game over” (Gaudi 2016 prize) by Alba Sotorra. 
She has directed some short films and video installations like 
“Lugares que no existen. Goggle Earth 1.0”, “Mapell”, “Luz Azul”, 
“Mullada Llum” and “El retablo de las adivinaciones”. “The next 
skin” is her first feature film as Director.

ÀLEX MONNER is Léo-Gabriel, a teenager living in a French 
children’s care centre under the name of Léo until he is identi-
fied as Gabriel, the child who had disappeared 8 years ago after 
a mysterious accident.

EMMA SUÁREZ is Ana. After the death of her husband and the 
disappearance of her son, she lives stuck in a border town, 
waiting for the return of Gabriel. When she identifies him in 
the children’s care centre, she finally finds the opportunity to 
rebuild her life. 
 
SERGI LÓPEZ is Enric, Gabriel’s uncle. Hunter and owner of the 
local bar, where he lives with his family. He believes nothing of 
what Léo/Gabriel says, and he directly questions his identity. 

BRUNO TODESCHINI is Michel, a monitor of the children’s care 
centre, always having the good of those children in mind. We 
wants to show itself as being a father figure or an older bro-
ther in front of the children. He identifies Gabriel and he takes 
him to the town for moral support during the beginning of this 
second opportunity.

IGOR SZPAKOWSKI is Joan, son of Enric and, therefore, Ga-
briel’s cousin. Joan becomes the best friend of Gabriel in his 
new life. He is an important point of support for Léo/ Gabriel, 
while it only remains to be seen if he wants to be helped, and 
for what.

And also with the presence of: Sílvia Bel, Greta Fernández, 
Mikel Iglesias.
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Isaki Lacuesta (1975) is the director of eight feature films, 
between them “La leyenda del tiempo”, “Los condenados” and 
“Los pasos dobles”. His films have been screened in artistic 
centres as MOMA, National Gallery in Washington (where he 
was rewarded with the retrospective “The artist’s ruse”) and 
shown in filmmakers cycles in different countries. He is com-
missioner in the Catalonia pavilion at the 2016 Venice Archi-
tecture Biennale. His nature of mestizo artist has also brought 
collaborations with choreographers (he co-codirected the con-
temporary dance show named “Tranç” with Cesc Gelabert and 
La Veronal), with musicians (Pau Riba, Kiko Veneno, Albert Pla, 
El Teatre Magnètic) and with painters (Miquel Barceló, Frederic 
Amat, Perejaume), as well as his multiple collaborations in the 
written media.

From the beginning, we considered “The next skin” a project 
that should be created by four hands, as we thought that the 
construction of these characters would be enriched by its 
simultaneous development from the double masculine and fe-
minine perspective: by understanding them and observing them 
at the same time from the inside and the outside. During the 
writing of the different script versions, we were seeking this 
twin perspective, and as we advanced along the road, we noted 
that it was productive and that our contributions complemen-
ted one another to build the psychology of the characters. This 
has been a film of stratified writing, developed over a period of 
several years, unavoidably transformed by our own life lessons: 
the experience of pregnancy, the motherhood, the fatherhood, 
the consequent transformation of the family and marriage 
relations, as well as the awareness that everyone has about 
them, the undefined fear that comes with the birth of a child… 
All these everyday milestones –so natural and extraordinary 
at the same time- are what we have lived as we were writing 
“The next skin” and, probably, the film is very emotional in a 
first-person perspective, a personal involvement. Isa Campo 
Isaki Lacuesta




